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O:When k 4 om hiend not 4 hes! iend?

When hes griring you aohrke on your lover.

Then he suddenly becomes 0 o/nio, 0 urif, a philosopher, Boe Davis!
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“Just like Bette Davis."
O Riley was Luke s best friend.

Luke ignored him. Luke couldn't even re-

member where he had slept the night be-

fore. Whose bed had he kicked back the
sheets from that morning? He was on the
run. This was the chase sequence from a

B-movie. Suicide wasn't the answer. Ho-

micide was. Why should he kill himself
when he could kill his lover? No court in

San Francisco would convict him for kil-
ling the handsome. two-timing
sonuvabitch.

But, he told O‘Riley, murder-suicide was
too gay. His lover had become too gay.
Everything in San Francisco had become
too gay. Castro was a cast of thousands
trapped on the backlot of a weird movie
studio that kept shooting the same film

"Lover Trouble," O‘Riley said.

Bl‘ Jack Fmgcher

loop over and over. Luke resisted the cas- His Mr. Coffee gurgled on his spit-waxed had confided. “They all want to be fans."

tin9- Evefl/OOOY Was |OOKinQ like every- sideboard bought downstairs at The He had said it with no vanity. And Luke

body else. Originality was so rare you Gilded Age. A Warhol print of Marilyn loved him for it. He had seen cars at 18th

°OU|d Qet stud teestOfit- hung in achrome frame on the soft mauve and Castro rear-end each other. He had

ln the mirror opposite the table where wall. “You trusted the wrong guy," he seen guys fall up the steps at Paperback

Luke and O‘Riley sat, Luke studied what said. Traffic. He had watched the crowd in the
was left of his face. He was looking clo- Luke twisted the spoon once used by Norse Cove grow quiet as he and Chuck

sing-time-tired at eight o'clock at night. stars in the studio commissary before the walked in to order jack-omelettes with a

Rub on the Noxema. What comes after Oil MGM auction. He was intent. intense. “Do side of cottage cheese. Luke had never

Ot Clay? $Uf9efY Ot Qlay. Lover trouble you know what it's like to look into eyes heard of omelettes. He couldn't remember

Outs. tines in YOUF taOe- EsPeOia||Y When like Chuck's and see yourself reflected in anybody back in the Midwest eating

YOU |OVe the QOY With VOW heart as fnl-Ieh each deep blue pupil? A lover's eyes are a omelettes for brunch. Straight people ate
your dick. What the fuck had they done to doubleruek," eggs tor breakfast,

themselves anYWaY? Fa99Ots ate sup" “lthought you dislikedtheterm Iovers." “Nobody knows the cause of homo-

OOsedtO OetheifOWn best OfeatiOn- O'RiIey said. sexuality," Luke said to O'Riley. "l think
His |O\/er Cheek had said tO hifn» "Qt" “We both hatethe label." it's caused by omelettes and brunch."

relationship is nOh|e and fnantll and “But you are lovers." O‘RiIey poured the coffee into the

QOOO-" Cheek had teeked difeettll in "No." Luke was definite. He set the mugs. Perfectly. Likeascene from one of

O|Ose-UP ihtO |-"he's taee the Way l-like spoon down precisely on the wooden ta- those old Warner Brothers seven-hanky

nOW |OO|<ed difeOt|Y intO his OWh el/es in ble. "No." He hesitated. “Yes. Okay, weepers. "Your problem,"O‘Riley said, “is
the mirror. Then Chuek had Said. "Trust lovers. Jeez. ls that the only way to ex- that you never really moved to San

me." press it? Why not best friends, partners, Francisco. You moved to Castro." Then,

That had been Luke's first mistake. fuckbuddies? Anything but lovers! Lovers acknowledging the keys hanging on
He sat in the bay of his friend O‘Riley's is weighted with expectations." Luke's belt, leftside, he added, “Excuse

"Ont fOOn1- The thifd-t|OOf apartment “You're sounding like lovers." me. And to Folsom." He stirred his coffee
faced the huge neon marquee of the Cas- “We're friends. Friends expect honesty, with the spoon Luke had tossed aside.

"O Theatfe difeetty across the street. The trust,alittle affection." "Do those keys mean something or are

rosy light glowed so warm and bright that “You get a lot of sex out of him." theyiustjunkjewelry?"_
O‘Fliley rarely turned on a lamp until the O‘Riley needled. “Funny. But not very.“ Luke tookahit of
marquee went dark after the start of the “I love him but we're not ‘in love’ with the steaming coffee.
last feature. each other. He says he loves me.“ “Left means . . . Top?" O‘Fiiley drew out
“Trusf,"O‘Riley prodded. “You drifted off “I don't care what you call it! Lover the sentence forsarcastic effect.
on lrust."" trouble is so Hollywood. There's more “Leftmeansnegotiable.”

"Betrayal." Luke toyed with nasty word desperate movie queens on Castro. “Howgay!
associations the way he played with the Horatio. “You got it. Gay! Chuck came from a

antique silver spoon next to his empty cof- “I'll kill the ironpumping sonuvabitch! dirt farm in Oklahoma. He had a great ca-

fee mug. “I should never have trusted any With my bare hands! I haven't pumped my reer in Kansas City as an attorney. His
manlivingin San Francisco." own tits'up on those fucking Nautilus very attraction was that he was an un-

Sounds of bumper-to-bumper cars, pick- machines fortwo years for nothing!" Luke spelled authentic male. No pretensions,
upsand bikes rose withamix of bar-music heaved heavily as he spoke, those His straightforward preference for men

from the street below. pumped-up tits rising and falling. never $pi||9d ever ime fag behavior," Luke

“San Francisco isn't a city." Luke said. Luke's lover Chuck was a bodybuilder. warmed to the thought of those first days
“It's a hunting ground. First you have to Tall, dark, handsome. A looker. A real when Chuck had visited San Francisco.
be goodlooking. Second you have to be showstopper. In the first days of their re- “Before he moved here, he used to des-
hot. Third you have to be kinky. That's the lationship, Luke had adjusted fast to the cribe Castro as the place where you could
Castro Breaks." fact that his new friend was everybody’s unfortunately see men doing to them-

O‘Riley wasthe Mary Worth of listeners. type. “l hardly have any friends," Chuck selves things you hoped you'd never see
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men do to themselves. He used to insist enough steroids, cottage-cheese O‘Riley enjoyed tripping Luke's circuits.

that homosexuals don't have to be gay." omelettes and workouts at the gym, a guy "How can you stand living right on Cas-

0‘RileY hid his eltllekle behind his ¢°t- can pump himself up like e bloated deg in tro? Your address is a cliche." Luke said.

fee mug muttering something about Dfo- the noonday sun. Don't you try and tell me "Your zip code is as much a sign of your

l95ll"Q 3 bll loo somelhlng 0' °ll'let- “l that all Of Chuck's unnaturally natural sexual deviangy as all this designer crap

know," he said. "I hear all these reaction- beauty is genetic and athletic." you boughi on sale at work wonders,

erv tvoee Saving they Pieter to be celled "You're sounding envious." Luke Shit! Work Wonders! That ought to be the

queers,faggots,cocksuckers." spreadasmallsmile on wry. name of a gym." Luke was pissed. "De-

“3oUhd$ to the like theY'te iflto What “I've looked in your refrigerator. I can signer apartments. Designermuscles."

those eleely Drummer eds ¢ell\/A-" read. l saw the package of anabolic "So what's wrong with gay guys

“EXolJ$e l'e- l Wee e "Uh ih my lest eX- steroids. Nandolone Decanoate. And toe pumping a little natural muscle on their

letehee-Whet'$ VA’-"'O'RileY e$ked- needles. How long has he been shooting bodies? Even if half of them ride lhel'

"VA. Verbal Abuse-Aeewelhufhilietieh himself up? Since before he won those Nautilus machines sidesaddle. Makes

trip." physique contestsl'll bet." them look like healthy cadets from some

"Oh- You mean like the Got/ether Ol Ne- “So what?" Luke resisted out of habit military academy. I live on Castro because

Veda eellihg U5 Queers when he d°e$"'t any attacks on Chuck. l figure with so many All-American boys

Went to teht State Dtepeftlf let the Ge)‘ “I guess," O'Fiiley said, "there's a little on the hoof. there must be a prep school

Rodeo?" bit of Faust in allof us." somewhere in the neighborhood. How

“Chuck coined the term h0m0me$- “In San Francisco you don't deal with else can you account for it? Just likeacoi-

eUlie- l'le eel/5 lhehheed is mete the" people, you deal withthe drugsthey're on. lege town. The Norse Cove is the d:ning

$eX- l"le Selle h0l'he$eXiielitY leeusee tee What’s the difference if it‘s coke. room of the cityslargest Animal House "

lhlleh Oh the Qehitele He eeye h0lTl°me$- quaaludes or steroids?" “You'rea bitch."

olllie melt $h0Lll<lh't eve hetefoeewel “Every faggot wants to be Judy-Judy- "You'reabastaid."

e0UDlihQ- l'le save We Should live ill eh Judy. Uppers in the morning, Downers at "Do you have the strange feeling we're

open fraternity." night and fucked senseless by roughtrade doing the H-—¥pDUf'l-FI'1-'18Y dialogue ‘-o-ii

“Your Mr. America sounds like the tilldawn." thefinal scene of Two for the Road“ To

Oracle ofDelphi.On|y piled higher." “Shut your mouth! Judy was a good O'Riley. lile was a movie to oe ed-ted n

“Some guys are lucky." Luke said. woman."Luke wasfirm. the living of it in this at least. he was in

"Natural stars. As smart as they are good- "You want tea and sympathy? total accord with Luke—and the Castro

looking.Good genes.Good_grooming." "I'm here for nothing more than to Street millions.

“Good drugs,"O‘Riley countered."Some watch the rosy glow of the Castro Theatre Luke couldn't let the conversation stray

guys pump up their bubbletits with marquee be kind to your face. If wrinkles too tar from Chuck. “I have the strange

$tef0id$- Just like Your little Chuckie—l've hurt. you'd be screaming." feeling I've been seduced and abandoned

seen him pop those little blue pills. This "How'd you like a mouth full of bloody by my fuckbuddy partner who has be-

season they're the in-drug on Castro. With Chicklets? Some fags deserve bashing." trayed homomasculine fraternity and has
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gone gay, Gay, GAY!" tests and of him jerking off his big cock in fora lohn. They made plain and simple dis-
“Would a guy with muscles do that?" your bedroom." tinctions. Nothing complicated. O'Riley,
"When he moved here directly into my "He is hung. Not all bodybuilders are atthirty-two, had long before lost his taste

apartment, he was pure, unspoiled, a compensating." for Byzantine gayboy games.
golden god. ' “Spare me. You know I've never been "l need somebody kind or special,"

"And now he's a muscleclone whose susceptibleto his charms." |_uke said_ “Chuck has some body, but
only visible means of support is the win- “Id0r1't Care about IIOW he leeks Or "OW maybe he no longer has his soul. Maybe
dow ledge on the front of Donuts and he's hung or how great he's built or how he sold it tor all that physical beauty,
Thi"9$- 9°°d We ale Iegelhef I" bed- He ea" gel Steroids screw up the personality. Maybe

"You have a way with words," Luke old and sick and skinny and impotent . . . his own good looks have betrayed his soul
said. “I'm not surel like it." "With Slefeids. he Will-" the way I feel he's betrayed the one main

“ceme Off it I've Watched that lile “---|'||$li"|°Ve him-" thinglgave him in love. Theonlything one
group of tittypumpers you and he hang "Hum me ‘Heefle and F|0Wef$-' " man can ultimately really honor another
out with leaning in the sun for fucking O‘Riley made a small violin: forefinger with;trust_"
hours in front of those jelly-filled donuts. overthumb. “You expect me to believe that you love
Don't you get tired drinking all that coffee "Hey! I need somebody. So why not the that stereotype tor more than his race? l-le
from those yellow wax cups? And why are best somebody?" may not be my type but | know what a
you the only one who keeps your shirt on? “Everybody needs somebody . . . or set- heartbreaker he is on the street_"
You may not have all the muscle, but they ties for somebody." sometimes l_uke felt like he was Dirk
certainlytreat you like one ofthe boys." “l think, I mean, I thought . . . " gogarde pining on the beach over Tadzio

“FUCK YOU-" “FU""Y |’I°W Vefb le"$° chages Wm" in the last reel of Death in Venice. “Listen.
“Isn't that what you've always wanted an affairis breaking up." l had to work around the tact he was

to be? One of the boys?" O‘Riley un- “l think I need him. I know I want him. supergorgeous in order to get at his real
screwed an imaginary pill bottle. "Have a Not exclusively. Not all the time. We have selt_"
steroid. Take two. They're small. Try a threeways. We both fuck onthe side." “Just like he had to work around the
handful. Be one ofthe boys! Stand in front “So what exactly is the problem?" tact that you're not supergorgeous to get
of that fucking donut shop and watch your O'Ftiley wanted a bullseye. at your real soul," Q‘Rl|9y said_
livers turn to green pudding and drain out “He's spoiling himself, turning gay, ~-| tell him the troth_ Nobody else ever
onto the sidewalk. One of a dozen side-ef- prickteasing guys who honestly like him teiis him the truth_ They tell him what they
fects. No wonder Chuckie's favorite movie when he has no intention of following think he wants to hear on the outside
is High Anxiety-" through and fucking with them-" chance that they'll get in his pants. Chuck

"He says he likes it because it's so un- "That's turning very gay." O‘Fliley was hasthe most-kissed ass on (;astro_"
usual to see a group of Jewish actors no fool.His sexlife wasaknockout. He got "l-le loves you tor your mind, Right? You
having fun." exactly what he wanted from young street may not look more than average but

"l told you he's a fascist. Homomas- hustlers he rented by the hour from the you've gotagreat personality. Flight?"
culine fraternity, my ass! He's a sexual Tenderloin and off Market Street. “I have "l thought it could work both
fascist! He even wears that muscle-cut little patience for anybody who isn't get- ways,"Luke said,
teeshirt that says ‘The Strong Shall ting what he wants._ And even less for "chuckie likes big strong 13-inch
Survive-'“ somebody who is setting maybe what he arms." O‘Hiley could rub in salt with the

"Don't get politically correct on me. I'll deserves." best,
throw up." Luke rubbed his stomach. “What's that mean?" "He'll never find bigger arms than mine

“Those little musclepumpers won't fuck "l know you've taken steroids too." to embrace him,"
with anybody who isn't better built, or who “For four fucking weeks, big deal! The "so he's built like a brick shithcuse and
isn't better looking and hot or who doesn't anxiety they cause made me stop." you've got that wgnderful skinny
work out at the same gym. Maybe that's “Why were you so stupid to take euphemism; a swimmer’s body, what dc
what your Arnold Chauvinegger calls fra- them?" O‘Fliley’s disgust was not feigned. you two dc in bed anyway? Everybody at
ternity. That's not brotherly. That's sexual “I wanted to keep up. I wanted to be the Norse ccveistaking bets,"
fascism. I'm down on what's happened to able to keep on keeping on with him." "l know, Him intc muscles, lvle intc
my neighborhood." “So where do you get off thinking leather," Luke grinned,

"I'm sorry we all helped it happen. you're so much purerthan him?" “How do you two put it together? Ex-
Mecca becameaghetto. The ghetto strati- "Fuck off. I'm not. Everything I say actly? For two years all I've gotten from
lied. Lots ofguys are leaving the City." about him is just as revealing about me. you is vague generalities about long hot

"I don't know what those muscle freaks Whose life is it anyway? Mine. Besides, it nights of sex, drugs, and rock and roll. I

see in you. Either you've got the biggest takestwo," Luke said. know you're both animals."
dick in San Francisco or Chuck's the big- “Really? I always think of Castro some- "we dc what Oscar winners do when
gest bottom in town." O‘Fiiley grinned. “I how as half of Noah's Ark. You know: one thay get home from the Dorothy Chandler
know you do love to use your whips and of every kind!" PaviIion—we fuck. With the physique
chains and tit clamps." He mock-rubbed “Maybe it's not him. Maybe it's just my trophies in the bed. Or at least that's what
his tonjue around his lips. "How big is life we're talking about. Maybe I've stayed wedidthe night he won hisfirst contest."
your dick?“ too long at the fair." Luke's thoughts "Cute." O'RiIey rolled his eyes.

“Twelve inches." sometimes ran like Streisand lyrics about “He calls me ‘Coach.’ "
“Only if I let you luck me twice." O‘FiIley somebody done somebody wrong. “I'm beginning to sense who's on top."

grinned. ' “Aren’t we all lust playing the lead in “Can you imagine what it's like to lay a
“We've neverlucked." our own little movies." O‘Riley liked to first-place bodybuilder the night he's won
“We never will fuck. That's why we'll score points. “Chuck's only a supporting four trophies? Can you imagine what it's

always be good friends. That's why you'll character, after all. Not your co-star." He like to lift up a pair of legs that have just
still be sitting at my table drinking my cof- absently fingered several snapshots of his won Best Legs in California and fuck his
fee ten years from now. Long after streetboys lying on some books stacked ass?"
Chuckie's dead and gone from steroid rot. neatly at the edge of the table. They were "l think I can imagine it." O‘Fliley said
But I suppose you'll still be at home alone, basically heterosexuals. With their own and hit his coffee deliberately. “That's the
stoned, running all those videotapes you brand of bullshit. They stayed straight problem. That's why you've got Lover
shot of him posing in body-beautiful con- even when they laid their ass on the line Trouble. That's why you can't sleep. That's
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why he's out prickteasing without putting
out on his big macho come-hither look."

“I don't get it."
“You're running around with a muscle-

ninny who can't believe—and won't ad-
mit—he likes a brainy, sex-talkative type
like you who knows how to play his head
like a banjo. Not only likes them but likes
them to fuck his ass!"0 "-He keeps whispering to me late at
night that next to jerking off, I'm the best
sex he's ever had," Luke said.‘N I "So to you he'll admit it. But his build
and his face require a certain cool at-
titude. l‘ll bet he can't admit he's a queer———————————_————_————_——_—_——— cocksucker;

“He'd never say those words."
. “That's the trouble with that whole

'Zi“?.‘é§{§2"l‘.,?.‘§‘.'2.
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- ~a ‘ .
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‘ . I . ,, . .tsgfe M?§§§;ii.iovd.Froo 2,“?-.niand~ iock look, Luke insisted.

--Qaaig‘°m,‘;? ' 355 (MAY) h. Ml’. siarr. $?::‘<;u§,’_ “Bodybuilders are a crock. They're all

em MAR |APR.) The Other Cas‘ti\;\sQ G°a‘;“§ in in? ~31t;.§Z‘a Haw- hustlers. Economic, emotional, you name
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pom Ted°'Sh%“:n\and;d N‘?v‘§:_ “gm Mcvgimsrrgilad oavgbyége A a it. They need transfusions of energy. They

i=ioriaaés..'°ig:ance Joli, Dav
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Foster-Ca‘ have to replace all the energy they put out

T°nr:\:‘r(;et'MauQha"‘~ NE i hm $trip- in the gym." O‘Riley sucked air through
so E od “S6 - is fOl Gay R? DaddY - A

M7 (MAYIJUNGQS Me,,_3 Hogvulgn pgychicvpaeessa Redg;ave.Day\']?Gay P3,. his teeth. ‘Hustlers. l know from hustlers.
‘ \a“9 Ru9bV- " er$!- 3 Fat\‘\@"5 Y ver-paiias.M‘°.“° F irell. .. Ma¢°- - "Happy i Pride ¢°

Hunks, M\§G“y 3D°w6\\ Man it stique o
. J i; Qur Heritage Hamea_ Ma,“ MY |lf8' is young street trash. Believe me.

c,,5p_ Ant 0 mow, a e B°° ba,,,s_ p\\]$ red Chuck isahustler.
Photos 0l5\°“° gagiggf Tallulahme ‘*°9"a u "No." Luke said almost too empha-
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He wrote an anonymous letter to Iron Man
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magazine exposing his feelings about the
. . muscle-hustling scene. Guys do their
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i ~ iitouui '14) 0 iiai

posing routines straddling various doc-
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u (...'l18Ci their modeling fees in oral and in-
4) U l34(MlfJApr. '1ai r.= iiso(novJooo.'ao) H°"YW°°¢|» CA 90°27

Ll l16(Feb.IMer '15) E‘ ii3s(iiii|yi.iun "lei ll iisi
I 53 ,6-vcuible steroids. Chuck refused to do
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i i ii24(.iuuAuq.'ni i : ii4oimrJApr. '19) Li l56(Jun.'81) Luke heslialed 3 "'°"le"' ">0 |0"9-
.; ii2s(sopJo¢i.'1ei ii: 041 (MeyIJun. '19)

T . ii51t-Iul-'81) "See. He's not a hustler only if you play
ii:2: '11:)’ 1 iisa (Aug. st) nmeirluu will semantics. And. God. how you two like to
i :ii2a(ulorJApi.'11) L1 im(NovJ0oo.'19) play semantics. Call him a mercenary.
['1 im (MeyIJun. '11) L? ii4si.mui=oi>.'ao) *°°“E“ That's a fashionable word these days El
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B.|-hgvie on Castro street when he comes crashing dewn-" He steP- thought he could hurt. “Because I told him
roonnnuednom page”) ped. "He will come crashing down. this thetrothqn

high-flying adored of yours We ell eehle “Kings used to kill the messenger who
Salvador. Angola. all that Soldier of For- crashing down. You. me. him. EVila- broughtthemthetruth."
tune crap." Sooner or later we all regret our high-wire -lt-te asked me_ He heheet.to.God asked

“DO'l." LUKE said. 301$. swinging nights from the chande- me why he was SQ unhappy here in San

“Why not? YOU need ebnletfllln ls lllis liers. without a net-" 0'Fliley feaebed a" Francisco. I made a mistake. I told him
a war t'nOyie'? Are We all St-lbbeeed lb be cross the table and held Luke's hand. what | thought_ That maybe even he eah't

nice to bodybuilders because their gym --Don't spin your wheels too long. Don't have everything he wants the way he

Class lea‘/es al dawn?" Waste yet" enelQy- Flelnelnbel Cafellsel wants. Everything he owns is at my house.
"Shut up," Luke said. when Shirley Jones sang, ‘What's the use Hts e|othes_ Hts trophies How oah a man

"Castle may be lne Weeleln Flenl bill Ol W0ndfin' ll tile ending Will be Sad-' " so strong be so fragile? He's on the run.
unlike you we won't all be quiet. Not when *-|'m not wondering, I've tried to be the his ttke he wonlt
a select little fascist group starts hus-. gentleman he always wanted us both to _oan't_

tiling, cannibalizing, exploiting. vam- be. I'm not masochistic enough. maybe taoe me_" Luke was stymteo_

pirizing the rest of us just because they've not at all. certainly not enough to do this --whyls he so embarrassed? why is he ma.

got big pecs and biceps. Bodies may be self-effacing bit. I've got a lot of anger. A ktno me feet so emoarrasseoon

what a lot of guys think man-to-man sex is lot of anger. A whole lot of anger I don't --Beoaose you are a famous oooo|e_

all about. But any guy who's been around know what to do with. We've never even visio|e_ Beoaose you know about hirn_ He

the block knows it's more than just stand- had a fight. We've never in two years yel- never sosoeoteo anyone woo|o ever oer to

up sex in a backroom. And I don't see any- led at each other. Now I have all this know hhn rne way you penetrated his de.

WFOHQ With that either. SOm€llme$ anger." LUKE Said. fences_" spoke de|ibera‘e|y_ “You

when you're fed up and worn out with "Then one afternoon when he's out knowthe orwatetroth_ He's oaranoiothat
interpersonal relationships. nothing feels preening in the sun with the boys." your ‘intorrnahon wi|| oeoome am.

better than an honest impersonal sex en- O'Riley began. "you head on in to the Star rnonihony
counter. Frankly, that's what you need. Pharmacy and buy a couple bottles of --| tote him t was a sate oerson_ | toto

$0n'le n0-0bli9ali°n- ne-eltbeelelien l""' Sblnellllng leally eelllly like Jade Eesl him fortwo yearsthat he could hide out in
for-the moment sex." cologne and walk up to him and slosh it all me whenever he war-|ted_" Luke rarseo his

"Aint you lust the bteele el Delphi over hirn It he's Qetten as gay as you say eyes to the soft glow of the ceiling. “I'd
ybl-"Sell-" and llllly a$ lael<y in Pllblle as l'l'e seen never hurt him. Not anymorethan you hurt

Ul know Whal Works lor me- Perlod- all "1056 Olhef VOIUDIUOUS mUSCle a hySterica| person when you s|ap him_"

Fllghl new Yell d°n'l know Wllel ‘"°'l‘$ l°' $b0W9lll$- he'll lb‘/e ll-" His lower face pulled taut. Lines formed.
y0u- Thalis all rm Saying‘ Have a lenlh' LUKG grinned at lh€ SCenaflO. “HE'S $0 He back on ‘he cry being pinched out

rate nervous breakdown over the sonuva- proud of his big biceps," he said. "I'd bythehurt_"Qmigod_||oye htmgi

blleb ll yell n'lll$l- ll/l0l/ie-queens lbl/e mad rather take out a contract and have both --For two years he took_ right? t-te took_

scenes. Enter innocent as Juliet. exit mad his arms broken, Make him into the Venus you oave_--

as Ophelia." de Milo of Castro. I'd like to see what his --He oave too_ some thtnos_ Bot now

“llovehim." vanity-pump lookslike after six weeks ina hes memo He won-t tet me owe Not

“Isn't that from West Side Story?" pair of casts!" anythtnof
O‘Riley wasathesaurus of lyrics. “| love these Nine to Five fan- ~-That's a reverse hu5t|e_ That's a

"What?" tasies,"O‘Ftiley said. “Just like Fonda and etthgr"
" ‘l l0ve him l'lTl his - - -' " O‘Fiiley $an9- Tbfnlin and Pallbn 9an9ln9 "P °n a de' Luke had not intended any of this to go

Oll'l<eY- ien5ele$$ "la"-" this way. He had not known exactly when
"Yeah. I suppose. ‘And everything he is "He told me he feels so entl>ty- He teld his life had turned into a grade—B movie.

lam I00.‘ " me |'lOW l’T\UCh he really dlSllK8S all "1058 He had read ggmewhere that in an hour Qf

"Don'tyeuiustwlshl"b'nlleylaughed other muscle guys He says they don't film. you actually watch twenty-seven
"Cunt!" have the symmetry, the face, the look. He mthutee at total darltneee your eye

"SO What ale y0lJ 90ln9 lb db While M'- Plays UP lb lnenl beeallse l'le lil<e$ lbe Way chooses to watch the light of the fast il-

Gergeeus prlekteeses his way through the they all Pley up to hint-" luminated single frames flashing one after
Castro letting only the favored ones feel “Mutual ass-kissers. Real vanity. Nar- the other through the projector ano onto
up his baseball-sized biceps?" cissus drowning in steroids." the e¢reen_ ll the mm slows down, like in

"I told hlln he can have anything he “I hate him. I love him. l want to sleep oto.ttme moyte5_ the eoreen seems to

wants." Luke said. with him tonight," Luke said. “Omigod. t|iotter_ |_uke was afraid. he was beginning
“That‘s what l always tell my hustlers Passion. I have such Paselbn-" to see life that way. He was beginning to

too." “Thisleaemalll0Wn-W0fdllaVel$la$l- see the darkness between the frames.
“I mean it." I've lleald be 0We$ lnbney-" There was really no such thing as a

"We always mean it-until after we “There's more gossip than truth on Cas- moving pioture Just a barrage ot last

come." O'Riley leaned in close to the tro. Everybody owes money to somebody. shite The mm eoulo slow gown, l-ie oouio

table. These are hard times.“ see the darkness. The celluloid could
“So what am I going to do? Commit “l suppose it's not hustling when you break_

suicideorcommitmurder?" just borrow,"O'Ftiley said softly. ~| have nothing to say about human

“Just wait. Wait it out. Wait till he finds “Don't be cynical about him. Please. sexual re|ationehio5_" O‘Ri|ey said,

that he's never going to find a Ierk Or a Don't believe all the street talk. Chuck's -*Exoept_" Luke could feel the flicker,

iblln Wnb levee llinl nlble illan yell d0- not evil. He's not a hustler. In his heart, “they d0n'twQrk,"

Mote. by lne Way» lllan be de$elye$- And he's a gentle man. It's just Luke's "Of course not. They're illusions. They

llbbe While yblfle Wailing lllal llle elelblde voice trailed off. pretend to work. Relationships are at best
don't kill him with cancer before he fe- “Just what?" a truce." O'Riley pushed himself back
alizes what hes got in you." “Just that moving to the City hasturned from the table. The glow of the Castro

"And what should I d0 While l Wail?" his head a little." marquee haloed his strawberry-blond hair.

"Beat 0ll- Sleep al0l1n<l- Beebnle a “And he‘sturned a few heads." "My father told me that for forty years he

mas0Chi$t- l d0n'l l<n0W-" 0“Fliley dfained “So why's he punishing me?" Luke hurt woke up in the morning and looked my

the I851 Of hiS COHGG. “Maybeiust D8 there way deep dQwrt_ Mere than he ever mother straight in the eye, everyday and
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said In 8 very calm VOiC8I 'NOW dOiI start out_ |t wou|d be a new expefience fOf the outside Chance e'd cgme hQme_ He'd
enYining eno fneie Won'i be ahvthihg-" Chuck but it gave Luke small satisfaction. be better oit heading down to the Brig to

"That'$cvhi<=al-" He'd be left alone in his arlarlrheht like find someone negotiableto cuddle with.
"That's flnlle truth. lt sums up lne someone sitting bythe side of the road at "Maybe |'ii join the exodus from San

Whole big deal of nofnen feieiionenibei He the scene of an accident. Francisco. Move north to Sonoma County.
iusi Wanied a"“°e~“ “A1 ine beginning We'fe eii oneffning-" Get back to what I came out for. Unspoiled

"i naie ii aii-if Lime Coiiidnii iims" his 0‘RiieY $eio- "Ai ine eno- We"e eii 355' men. I think the dream here in Mecca is
coffee if would keep bin" eWei<e- and be holes. Allen has this girl accusing him. over
oloni know Wnefe ne Wouid sieep ma‘ ‘BU! Yolfie noi iike We Wefe ei ine begin' He said sort-of goodnight to O‘Riley and
nigni- ning- You Weie so onenning-' And Aiien walked down the three flights and out on

Across Ca5"°- an Usnef in a mow" $eY$- ‘i Wee lU$i doing "W Tneiing ining- i to Castro. The usher across the street was
ieeibei ieokei Wee UP on 3 iaddef °ha“9i“9 W88 Using uc eii n'lY ene'gie$- i oooioni standing on the sidewalk studying the let-
ine ineeief inafquee His hands shiiied keep doing ini$- i'o go ofell/i' " tering on the marquee. He was wiping his
ibe '85! ienefe of e Wood)’ Aiien iiiie “$0fh8f'$ wheicecoie do?" noseinared handkerchief he stuffed back
aroundto spell out Casablanca. ~-At the beginning, the movie we‘re intohisright pooket

"Did v0u See the Alien fi|n'l7" O'RiieY living is no different from the movies we Luke iigureo mayoe he'd go take in

e$i<eo- Wafen Af fne beginning You inink You're Casablanca the next night. “Here's
"Cnl-iok 5eY$ neie ion New Y°'k- i°° i both so intelligent, so full of life the first looking at you_ kid." And aii that bitter.

Jewish.too bleak. He doesn't like him." few daye_ wee-ke_ months, Then reality sweet farewell etott,
"N0 W<>"<ie'- A"e"'$ 900° at 'e'eii°"' creeps ih- You Start accueihg each cihei He walked uphill toward Market Street.

shine.nealgr->cd—aidieeeciihglheih" of leaving jockstraps on the floor and Awayirom13th,
Luke couldn't face going back I0 the dishes in the sink. You call each other Ayoong goyleaning againstthe Bank of

apartment to find Chuck gone again. He idiots. You leave angry notes about who America 33id_"JQints?"
knew be W35 going to nave io infow niin 0We$ eXeofiY Wnei on fbe Pnone biii-H Luke wasn't at all sure of what he'd
out. Everybody in town wanted Chuck in If Chuck was gone all night again. Luke thiniriaooot tomorrow when today would
the sack and he wee gcihc fc threw him figured why ehculd he sleep aiche iuei ch be yesterday. 1981 Mansquared. lnc. up
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